“PROBLEM PASSAGES ON ASSURANCE OF SALVATION”
(Part1)

INTRO: Why address? Recent series “God CAN” (review)... The lesson
on Secure the Saved raised concerns about some passages that appear to
disagree. Let’s review reasons for security of our salvation... TODAY,
going to dig deeper into this important issue. Over 60% of believers
struggle here. The assurance of our salvation — our security doesn’t rely
upon our ability to persevere but on God’s integrity to keep His Word.
Besides, if we didn’t do anything to earn our salvation to start, then what
could we do to lose it once we received it, since all of grace? Think about
it ...

HERMENEUTICS - science of biblical interpretation Herméneué in
Greek to explain or interpret. Some rules or principles to accurately
interpreting Scripture.

1. Context is supreme — writer, recipients, history, culture, literary genre,
book, purpose, chapter, sentence, words, grammar, etc.

2. Interpret the obscure or difficult in light of the clear and plain. Scripture
best explains Scripture.

3. Understand the few in light of the many. Harmonize with other verses.

4. Application follows observation and interpretation. What does the text
say, especially the original writers? What did he/she mean? How does
this apply?

CAUTION: Not everyone who professes to be a Christian is and not
everyone who appears to be lost actually is (Matt. 13 Parables of Soils,
Wheat and Tares). True and false are mixed (1 Jn. 4:1). Not everyone who
claims to be a believer is one! All faith not saving faith.

WARNINGS TO PROFESSORS BUT NOT POSSESSORS

e Jesus (Matt. 7:21-23; John 2:23-25; 6:60-66) — Many comments on
security (Jn. 1:12; 3:16, 18, 36; 5:24; 6:37-40, 47; 10:27-30).

e Paul (writer of 13/27) — Gal. 5:4. Passages on assurance (Rom.
8:31-39; 1 Thess 5:8-10; 2 Tim. 1:12; Phil. 1:6)

e John (1 Jn. 2:19; 3:6-9) — Passages on security (1 Jn. 5:11-13)
e Peter (2 Pet. 1:3-11)
o Hebrews 2:2-4; 6:4-6; 10:26-31

WARNINGS TO POSSESSORS BUT NOT PROGRESSORS

e Growth in Christ is essential — proves life is present (2 Pet. 3:18; 1
Pet. 2:2; Eph. 4:14-15; Heb. 5:12-14)

e Jesus (Matt. 24:13; Jn. 15:6)

e Paul (1 Cor. 3:11-15; 9:24-27) — Don’t confuse loss of service or
reward with loss of salvation.

e Persistent unconfessed sins in a believers walk hinders spiritual
development into Christlikeness. Result is divine discipline (Jn.
15:6; Heb. 12:5-11). Ultimate end could be premature physical
death (1 Jn. 5:16-17). Examples? Acts 5:1-11; 1 Cor. 5:1-13;
11:27-30; 1 Tim. 1:18-20; Jam. 5:19-20). Sobering!

LESSONS?
1. Make sure you are a true possessor (2 Cor. 13:5).
2. Make sure you are a diligent progressor (2 Pet. 3:18).

CONC: Our salvation is safe. No way to lose what was never earned, only
grace received through faith. Salvation is not something we can have and
then we could lose, but is someone we become which can never be lost.



